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But out of consideration for the well-being of the Congress Party,
I controlled myself and did not comment on the episode in
Jayaberigai. I did put together all such matters and spoke about them
on various platforms.
By that time Periyar E.V. Ramaswami Naicker had transformed
himself into a supporter of the DMK, I had never attached much
importance to the Periyar's political policies. I had concluded that
the reasons that prompted him to support the Congress and Kamaraj
were the same as those that led him to support the DMK and
Annadurai. But a large number of friends in the DK retained a
sentiment of support for the Congress in the same way as they retained
their devotion to the Periyar.
The Periyar happened to describe Tamilians as barbarians and
several Tamil newspapers promptly threw tantrums. One infant
journal which regarded it as its sacred duty to please some patrons
in the areas of politics and spirituality published a series of articles
supporting Subramaniam and opposing Kamaraj. I could see that its
objective at that time was to bring about a split in the Congress and
to offer indirect support to the ruling DMK.
Certain big capitalists in the Congress Party itself supported such
ventures. 1 wanted to write a great deal on such matters. I saw that
these elements in the Congress wanted to capitalize on the Periyar's
statement and to picture him as having brought Tamil and Tamilians
into contempt. By condemning the Periyar they wanted to prove
their own love for Tamil. I was impatient to tear their bogus learning
to pieces.
Under the heading "Periyar and Tamil" I began publishing a
"serial article" in the form of editorials. Before it was completed,
my association with Jayaberigai was broken.
[Let me at this point provide a brief description of the political
issues of the time that I dealt with in Jayaberigai.] The DMK
was the ruling party in Madras state, but its influence among the
people had begun to suffer serious erosion even when Annadurai
was alive. The common people who believed the promises of the
DMK and voted for it, and the educated class which supported it for
a variety of reasons, were deeply disappointed with the Kazhagam.
Among all sections of the people Annadurai's political "astuteness"
became a subject of ridicule. The posters that the DMK plastered
on every available wall themselves testified to the Kazhagam's greed.
All over Tamil Nadu anti-social elements and illicit distillers of